The prophecy of Malachi is the last of the twelve books of "minor" or shorter prophets that the ancient Hebrews placed on a single scroll. All were meant to be read as one book. These twelve prophecies deal with the whole of the nation of Israel, represented by twelve tribes of Israel. You and I figure into this because the end-time scenario of prophetic events, mentioned in the Book of Revelation, deals essentially with Israel and Jerusalem within the environment of the Middle East.
Since we are all part of the world community, the prophetic sequence of events in Scripture prior to the Second Advent of Christ will affect us in the Western world, or wherever we are on earth. This will be true even though most events will happen in the Middle East. The earth is getting smaller all the time.
The last three of the twelve prophecies are Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi (see Table 1 on the next page). These three were composed after the Babylonian captivity of the Jews. Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, conquered the city of Jerusalem in the early part of the 6 th century BC and both Jerusalem and the Temple of God were destroyed by fire.
The Jews were taken to Babylon where they stayed for almost 70 years. Later, in the time of King Cyrus of Persia, the Jews were allowed to go back to Palestine (see Ezra 1:1-4), about 50,000 of them, under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Joshua the High Priest. Zerubbabel is mentioned prominently in the books of Haggai and Zechariah. Zerubbabel himself was given several prophecies that he (or someone wearing his signet ring) would one day establish a Temple on earth that would have an everlasting value.
The Temple rebuilt back in the last part of the 6 th century BC by those who came out of the Babylonian captivity was thought by some of them to be the major Temple of the prophecies uttered by Isaiah and others. They found that was not the case. What Haggai said about the establishment of the cornerstone for the Temple (the foundation stone laid on the 9 th month and 24 th day of the month of the Hebrew calendar, in our winter) was that it will be a very important day. From that day forward Israel was to be blessed beyond compare. God is in charge of all chronology.
Remember what Jesus said to the apostles after His resurrection from the dead just before He went back to heaven, "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father has put in His own power" (Acts 1:7). We are to take the message of God into the world and that is what we are doing. It is not that we come, who are called the two witnesses in Revelation 11:1-14. 3 They will restore the knowledge of the truth. We will be able to understand chronology, prophecy, geography, and doctrine much better, as we get closer to the time. We are beginning to grow in grace and in knowledge as never before.
The Book of Malachi told about times in our future. True, the environment in which he wrote was the last part of the 5 th century BC, some 430 or perhaps 420 years before the birth of Jesus on this earth. 4 That was the historical environment, and we find within his writings information concerning that time. I will give that to you because you cannot understand Malachi without knowing the history, the context in which it is written. It centers on Jerusalem, the temple (on the priesthood primarily), and the people of Israel, and what they were doing at the time.
Background
What is described here is a period of great disappointment. As I indicated in my presentation on Haggai, it was a time after the Babylonian captivity, when they were not experiencing what they thought they should experience. They came back to Jerusalem. They thought they obeyed God by doing so. But in Haggai the first chapter he said, "consider your ways," because you have not done what I told you to do. They returned to Jerusalem, they started to build their own houses, but they forgot God's house. Because God's house was forgotten, He brought on them drought, mildew, problems, and difficulties.
Haggai said if Israel changed their ways, the very moment that they lay the foundation stone on the temple, which is in the month of Chislev, the 9 th month and the 24 th day of the month, from that day on God will bless you (Haggai 2: [18] [19] Sixty years later, we read Malachi and they were still having difficulties. They still had not come to the prosperity they expected. You can imagine how many of the Jews who returned from Babylon would have been upset. They were saying, look, we have done our job, when in fact God said they had not. They had not done things the way that they should have. They should have considered their ways.
Haggai went on to say you are still unclean, and I can prove it. He said, "If a man touches a dead body is not the man himself unclean and cannot go into the temple?" And they said, "yes." He said, "that is the way this nation is." You are still unclean (Haggai 2:13-14). They were unclean and in the Book of Zechariah they continued to be unclean. Still later Zechariah said, "I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day." (Zechariah 3:9-10). That sin will be taken away when the Branch came, the one who Zechariah said would come. That Branch was Jesus Christ. That Branch was to have seven eyes, symbolically speaking, that could see all things on the earth. 4 We cannot be sure when Malachi received and wrote his prophecy. DWS 5 In the Book of Revelation chapter 5, you find that Jesus was known as the Lamb with 7 eyes, 7 pairs of eyes, which is a symbol, of course. That means He has the seven spirits, able to know everything that is happening on earth. In fact, He is the one who The prophets were trying to tell Israel that they should depend upon God, who controls chronology (Daniel 2:21). 6 God did say in the Book of Zechariah that these events Israel thought would take place back there, will take place exactly as prophesied.
Here is what they expected to happen when they returned from Babylon. Read the first chapter of Malachi says it will be in the future.
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Here is the prophecy that the Jews returning to Jerusalem (under Zerubbabel and Joshua the High Priest, about 50,000 of them) were relying upon. They were reading this prophecy of Isaiah: That is the prophecy they depended upon. Read the next section of chapter 45: They were to be blessed. They expected "much" blessing but suffered drought instead (Haggai 1:9). They had difficulties. Why? God told them to "Consider your ways" (Haggai 1:5, 7). Now Malachi comes along and has to tell them the same thing. They needed to rethink their actions. God has not failed; the engineers everything that happens on earth, even in the Gentile lands, and certainly, what happens in Israel, Jerusalem, and in the Temple. ELM 6 The phrase "times and seasons" in Daniel 2:21 is also discussed in Acts 1:7 and 1 Thessalonians 5:1. "Times and seasons" are not for us to know, but they are under the control of God who will reveal them to us when He sees fit to do so. DWS 7 Ezra the Priest lived sometime after Zerubbabel and Joshua, but he records history of what happened. ELM 8 The prophet Zechariah also told them it would be in the future. It will happen, but not until certain events take place that are necessary for sin to be dealt with and to be taken out of the land, for the Branch to appear to do all these things (Zechariah chapters 12-14). ELM people have gone astray. The Jews expected "much." They received very little. God told them through Malachi they should consider their ways, not God.
God said if they rebuild the temple, if they lay the foundation stone on the 9 th month and the 24 th day of the month -the very day that you do that, I will begin to bless you. Zerubbabel, the Prince of Israel, will be the finisher of this temple. Zerubbabel and his signet will have some importance to that event (Haggai 2:23). When Haggai gave that prophecy, the Jews automatically began to say, well, from the 24 th day of the 9 th month (near December) we should be blessed. Two months later, to the very day, Zechariah commenced his prophecies. He began to interpret and explain what Haggai meant, because in that two-month period the Jews were not experiencing prosperity. It might be asked, did God fail in His prophecies? Zechariah said, no, God did not fail.
Zechariah's first eight chapters 9 explain what Haggai actually meant, that there was a future time when a Jerusalem would be built up, when a new Temple would arrive that would have great glory associated with it. There would be a time in the future when there will be in a Jerusalem without walls, and everyone will be happy and joyful. A man by the name of "The Branch" would come along and take sin away from Israel and the world. The sin would be removed in one day's time, which is a most remarkable prediction.
Zechariah goes on (in the last six chapters written by Jeremiah) that there will come a time in the future when God will send a spirit of grace and supplication upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, when they will accept the one "whom they have pierced" (Zechariah 12:10). The one pierced was Jesus Christ. That prophecy had not yet happened in the time of Zechariah. These prophecies were for the future. Certain events took place when Jesus was here, but most of the events of Zechariah chapters 12, 13, and 14 are yet to take place just prior to His Second Coming.
Zechariah tells of a Jerusalem in the future, a Temple in the future, a Zerubbabel in the future, a Joshua the High Priest in the future, who will be with the Branch in the future who will take away sin and cleanse the land of its idolatry, and purify the people.
Malachi
During this interim period, instead of being blessed the Jews looked around and said, "we are still cursed by God." Malachi comes along some 60 or 70 years after Haggai and Zechariah, after the foundation stone had been laid, and the people were still in difficulty. In fact, they were getting lackadaisical and having problems with God over the whole matter. Now Malachi, according to the Jews, is a title, not a man's name. Malachi means "my messenger." It was applied to John the Baptist later as the "messenger of God." Anyone who is a "messenger of God" can be called a malachi. It is like an angel is a "malacha" or a king in Hebrew is a melek. Although they are different words, they still have the basic concept of representation. Anyone who is a messenger from God can be called a malachi. So who is this Malachi? Jewish tradition has it, that Malachi was the title for the priest Ezra who compiled the Old Testament. He put it together for us and he had the right to be the last of the prophets of the Old Testament.
Zechariah said to look forward to a Zerubbabel to come, a Joshua the High Priest to come, two witnesses to come. The last thing Malachi says is that they are to look for an Elijah to come in the future. Jesus said John the Baptist was a type of that Elijah, but He also said in Matthew chapter 17 that Elijah yet is to come in the future.
10 This Elijah will come before the great and terrible Day of YHWH. The Book of Malachi 9 The first eight chapters deal with the Zecharian prophecies, as I explained earlier, chapters 9 through 14 were written by Jeremiah a hundred or so years before, and tacked on to Zechariah. ELM 10 Matthew 17:10-13: Edom and Israel border one another. God is saying, I have laid waste the land of Edom and you can go there to see it. The time is coming that your land will be so blessed that once you pass that border from Edom to Israel it will be from desolation into utter prosperity. That is what he means. The time is coming. But they say, "Well it is certainly not happening now." Malachi agreed. It certainly was not happening then.
12 There will be waste and desolation in Edom, but cross the border into Israel and there will be prosperity and blessing. God is focusing on the leaders of the Jews. Malachi (who was Ezra), was a priest. He said the priests were not leading the common people properly. This teaching is to religious leaders -keep that in mindreligious leaders back at that time, and to religious leaders in our time also.
"You offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and you say, 'Wherein have we polluted you? In that you say, the table of YHWH is contemptible.'"
• Malachi 1:7
The altar was like a dining DWS 11 See Dr. Martin's presentation "The Most Significant Gentile Nation in the Bible" which deals with the people of Esau/Edom. See also his article "The Book of Obadiah" which deals specifically with this small Minor Prophets book. DWS 12 We have similar circumstances today with the United States' border with Mexico, prosperity on the United States' side, and comparative poverty on the Mexican side. This is not to demean Mexico, but they do not have the same economy the United States has. Malachi says the difference will be more profound than my example. DWS You offer it to me, but offer it to the Persian governor and see how far you get.
"And now, I pray you, beseech God that he will be gracious unto us: this has been by your means: will he regard your persons? [ I have no pleasure in you, says YHWH of hosts, neither will I accept an offering at your hand. For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be great among the heathen, says YHWH of hosts."
• Malachi 1:9-11
The heathen will bring "pure offerings" yet you offer me the lame, the blind, and the damaged. They respond to God, saying in effect, "You have not prospered us. If you had prospered us we would give you the best." That is what it says here. God had not prospered them as they wanted. He says I deserve to be respected and you are not respecting me. The priests though were saying, "Well, you have not brought us blessings. If you bring us blessings, we will give back blessings." God was saying, "Give me what I deserve, no matter what." That was God's attitude on all this.
"And now O you priests, this commandment is for you" (Malachi 2:1). It went specifically to the religious leaders. You might apply it today to some religious leaders. You could apply it to anybody, even me if you want to. I hope I do not put polluted bread on the table. I try not to do so. I try to give the pure truth of God. If I do not give the pure truth, well, I just fit in with these guys. But if people make up their minds, and they will go and do what they want, then this commandment is for them.
"O you priests, this commandment is for you. If you will not hear, and if you will not lay it to heart, to give glory unto my name, says YHWH of hosts, I will even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, because you do not lay it to heart."
Their blessings were tithes and offerings. That is what the priests wanted, but God says, I will curse them. Go back to Zechariah chapters 12 and 13 written about 60 to 70 years before. Zechariah said the time will come when a spirit of grace and supplication shall be sent to the people of Israel. They will repent. They will accept Him that they pierced. They will get idolatry out of the land. They will get the false prophet out of the land. The people who lived before that time, who were priests and prophets, and were not telling the truth, they will be so contemptible in the eyes of the people that when asked, "Were not you a priest at one time?" They will answer, "Oh no, I am just a farmer."
The same thing is being uttered here as far as God is concerned. God will take away their blessings, meaning their tithes and offerings given by the people.
"Behold I will corrupt [I will reprove] your seed, and spread dung upon your faces, even the dung of your solemn feasts."
• Malachi 2:3
They had the feasts of God, but they were doing the wrong thing at the feasts. Malachi, Ezra as a priest, was a messenger from God and you find his name right here in Malachi. These names have meaning to them. The significance of the prophecy also has to do with the meaning of the name. This is a prophecy for our times. Many priests and ministers today know the truth; they have knowledge. I have talked to them and they told me they have the knowledge and the truth, but they will not teach it. They will soon be held in contempt. The contempt will not only come from God, it will come from ordinary people. The people will turn away from them. This is a prophecy for the end time because He shall cause them to be "contemptible": They say, we are all the same. God said, no, you have been partial.
"Why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother, by profaning the covenant of our fathers?" • Malachi 2:10
They were having party spirit. The priests felt they were better than anybody else was. In other words, the ministers were better. The time is coming when they will be in contempt because they are not keeping the law and are offering polluted bread on the altar. They are not giving the complete truth of God.
"Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination is committed in Israel and in Jerusalem;
for Judah has profaned the holiness of YHWH which he loved, and has married the daughter of a strange god."
• Malachi 2:11
If you read Nehemiah, many of the Jews at that time married Gentile women who brought their deities and gods right in to the family. Malachi refers to that situation: Who was weeping on the altar? The women these men divorced to marry these others. The women of Judah were coming destitute to the altar and crying, saying, "God help me." The men were violating a covenant, in this case the marriage covenant. Many of these men, as in Nehemiah, had divorced their Jewish wives and taken Gentile wives. The Jewish wives in that society were left destitute. This is through divorce. That does not mean divorce is wrong on some occasions, but putting away for no reason except flippancy, is wrong. You have been telling people He will come. YHWH will come and you have been seeking Him out. But He is the messenger of the covenant, this very covenant you are denying. He is that kind of a messenger. Now He will come, as you have wanted Him to come. This was applied in the New Testament to John the Baptist. He was the messenger to come and prepare the way of YHWH. There is also coming a John the Baptist in the future called an Elijah. When he comes, he will come with power. The last phrase means the Sons of Jacob will not be "consumed" or oppressed by the priests in the future. I am coming on your favor, God says, to the laity, to the people that need the help. The people of Israel were required to pay tithes to those priests. You are not Israelites today, and you are not required to pay tithes they were required to pay. "This whole nation" was not giving them. He said, if you start giving your tithes, and offerings, I will start blessing you. But if you do not keep my laws and my ways,
14 he is saying, your works have wearied me. In fact, read verse 13: "Your words have been stout against me, says YHWH. Yet you say, 'What have we spoken so much against you'?" They still do not get the point. So here is what happens. A time is coming when the proud and the wicked will be judged. He says in verse 16 that there will be a small remnant of people who will be remembered byYHWH: "Then they that feared YHWH spoke often one to another: and YHWH hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him for them that feared YHWH, and that thought upon his name. They shall be mine, says YHWH of hosts, in that day when I make up my jewels [as in a crown]; and I will spare them as a man spares his own son that serves him.
Then shall you return, and discern between the righteous and the wicked, between him that serves God and him that serves not."
• Malachi 3:16-18
God concludes, as He speaks through Malachi: The children will be teaching the fathers at the end. The fathers will not teach the children, but the children will teach the fathers. Elijah is coming at the end of the age, "my messenger," who will purify Israel, purify the priesthood, and purify the ministry. Though the ministry at the end of the age will be corrupt, and it says "contemptible" (Malachi 1:7, 12, 2:9) even in the eyes of the people, God will send this Elijah who will help purify them ("Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things," Matthew 17:11). Until then there will be a remnant of people who will make up the jewels in God's crown, when the Son of Righteousness is extolled in their hearts.
They were separated to function as caretakers of both the Temple and the Word of God. Put another way, the priests and Levites were to be messengers and teachers of God's written Word. It was because of this circumstance that God selected a special malachi to call the people to repentance, pronounce doom upon Edom, announce an Elijah to come, and give a final message from God in the Old Testament about the future Day of YHWH. Within Malachi the message proceeds from negative to positive. 17 Malachi is the last chronological book of the Old Testament (although it is not the last book in the Hebrew canonical order 18 ). The last words in Malachi have to do with an Elijah to come, as Dr. Martin discusses above, and a necessary future fulfillment of his prophecies.
The words that end the Hebrew canon give the positive prospect of the rebuilding the Temple of God. The last words, "let him go up" mean that God's anointed messenger, Cyrus the King of Persia (Isaiah 45:1), shall fulfill God's will to permit God's people Israel to return to the Promised land and rebuild the Temple. This happened before, it will occur again in the time of the end.
